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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Trent A. Kirk (Reg No. 54,223) on January 18, 2008. 

Amendments to the Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for designating dates in an interactive 
travel calendar comprising: 

providing an interface for users to select event ranges, each event range having 
a start date that chronologically precedes an end date; 

receiving a signal designating a first date associated with an event; 

receiving a signal designating a second date associated with an event; 

comparing the first date and the second date after receiving the respective 
signals designating the first and second dates in order to automaticallv determine a 
chronological relationship between the first date and the second date; 

automaticallv determining a start date for an event range based upon the 
chronological relationship between the first date and the second date, with the start date 
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being the date earlier chronologically among the first and second date and the end date 
being the date chronologically later among the first and second date; aRd 

receiving a signal designating a new date associated with the event, wherein the 
new date is set as a new end date based on an automated determination that the new 
date falls chronologically within the event range, and the start date was selected before 
the end date, and wherein the new date is set as a new start date based on an 
automated determination that the new date falls chronologically within the event range, 
and the end date was selected before the start date: and 

presenting information reflecting the event range. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
r e c e iving a signa l d e s i gnat i ng a n e w dat e associat e d with th e e v e nt; and 
setting the new date as a new end date based on a n automated determination 

that the new date chronologically succeeds the end date for the event range to form a 
new event range. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
roco i ving a s i gnal d e s i gnating a now date assoc i at e d with tho ovont; and 
setting the new date as a new start date based on a n automated determination 

that the new date chronologically precedes the start date for the event range to form a 
new event range. 
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4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) A method for specifying an event range comprising: 
providing an interface for users to specify event ranges, each event range 

comprising a start date that chronologically precedes an end date; 

receiving a series of dates associated with an event; 

comparing two of the dates in the series of dates after receiving the series of 
dates in order to automatically determine a chronological relationship between the two 
dates in the series of dates; 

setting the two dates in the series of dates as a start date and an end date for an 
event range based on the chronological relationship between the two dates, with the 
date from the series set as the start date being chronologically earlier than the date from 
the series that is set as the end date; a^d 

setting a third date in the series as a new start date for the event range based on 
an automated determination that the third date falls within the event range, and the 
current start date was received before the current end date, and setting the third date in 
the series as a new end date for the event range based on an automated determination 
that the third date falls within the event range, and the current end date was received 
before the current start date: and 

presenting information reflecting the event range. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6 further comprising: setting a 
third date in the series as a new start date for the event range based on a n automated 
determination that the third date precedes the start date of the event range. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6 further comprising: setting a 
third date in the series as a new end date for the event range based on a n automated 
determination that the third date succeeds the end date of the event range. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for specifying an event range, comprising: 
setting a first date and a second date as an initial start date and an initial end 

date for an event range based on a chronological relationship between the first date and 
second date; 

presenting information reflecting the event range; and 

enabling a user to modify the presented information by selecting a third date, 
wherein the third date is set as a new start date for the event range based on an 
automated determination that the third date falls within the event range, and the initial 
start date was received before the initial end date, and wherein the third date is set as a 
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new end date for the event range based on a n automated determination that the third 
date falls within the event range and the initial end date was received before the initial 
start date. 

12. (Currently Amended) A data processing system having computer- 
readable instructions stored therein for generating a graphical user interface for 
selecting dates in an interactive calendar, the computer-readable instructions, when 
executed, causing the data processing system to: 

generate an initial view including a monthly calendar interface for users to select 
event ranges thereon, each event range having a start date that chronologically 
precedes an end date, wherein upon receiving a signal designating a first date and a 
second date associated with an event in response to a respective selection on the 
monthly calendar interface by the user, the first date or the second date is designated 
as a start date for an event range based upon a chronological relationship between the 
first date and the second date, with the one of the first and second date that is 
chronologically before the other set as the start date, and the other date set as the end 
date; aB4 

generate a new view including a monthly calendar interface presenting 
information reflecting the event range , wherein the new view further includes a range of 
selectable dates, and wherein upon receiving a sianal designating a new date 
associated with the event in response to a selection on the monthlv calendar interface 
bv the user, the new date is set as a new end date based on an automated 
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determination that the new date falls chronologically within the event range, and the 
start date was selected before the end date, to form a new event range, and the new 
date is set as a new start. date based on an automated determination that the new date 
falls chronologicallv within the event range, and the end date was selected before the 
start date, to form a new event range: and 

generate a third view including a monthlv calendar interface presenting 
information reflecting the new event range , 

13. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 12, wherein: 
th e new v ie w furth e r i nclud e s a rang e of s e l e ctab le dat e s, and wh e r e in upon 

r e c ei v i ng a s i gnal d e s i gnating a n e w dat e assoc i at e d w i th the e v e nt i n r e spons e to a 
s e l e ction on th e month l y cal e ndar int e rfac e by th e us e r, the new date is set as a new 
end date based on a n automated determination that the new date chronologically 
succeeds the end date for the event range, to form a new event range ; and 

a th i rd v i ew i nc l uding a monthly cal e ndar int e rfac e pr e s e nt i ng i nformation 
r e fl e cting th e n e w e vent rang e. 

14. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 12, wherein: 
tho n e w v ie w furth e r includ e s a rang e of s ele ctab le dat e s, and wh e r ei n upon 

roco i v i ng a signal designat i ng a n e w dat e associat e d w i th th e e v e nt i n r e spons e to a 
s ele ction on th e monthly ca le ndar i nt e rfac e by th e us e r, the new date is set as a new 
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start date based on a n automated determination that the new date chronologically 
precedes the start date for the event range, to form a new event range ; and 

a th i rd v ie w including a month l y ca le ndar i nt e rfac e pr e senting i nformat i on 
ref le ct i ng th e now ovent rang e. 

15. (Canceled) 



16. (Canceled) 
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2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The cited prior art taken alone or in combination, fails to teach the claimed 
invention set forth in claims 1-3, 6-8 and 11-14 Specifically, the invention as set forth in 
the claims, is directed to designate dates in an interactive travel calendar comprising: 

providing an interface for users to select event ranges, each event range having 
a start date that chronologically precedes an end date; 

receiving a signal designating a first date associated with an event; 

receiving a signal designating a second date associated with an event; 

comparing the first date and the second date after receiving the respective 
signals designating the first and second dates in order to automatically determine a 
chronological relationship between the first date and the second date; 

automatically determining a start date for an event range based upon the 
chronological relationship between the first date and the second date, with the start date 
being the date earlier chronologically among the first and second date and the end date 
being the date chronologically later among the first and second date; aftd 

receiving a signal designating a new date associated with the event, wherein the 
new date is set as a new end date based on an automated determination that the new 
date falls chronologically within the event range, and the start date was selected before 
the end date, and wherein the new date is set as a new start date based on an 
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automated determination that the new date falls chronologically within the event range, 
and the end date was selected before the start date; and 
presenting information reflecting the event range. 

The closest prior art, Forbes et al. (US Patent #5,659,768) teaches a graphical 
time representation of tasks. Signals are received from the user designating the start 
and end date of an event, and users are able to modify said event by extending the start 
and end dates, moving the event in its entirety while maintaining the duration from the 
initial input of start and end dates, and shortening the duration by allowing users to 
modify either the start or end date. 

Although Forbes et al. allows users to input the start and end dates of an event, 
Forbes et al, does not teach the step of automatically determining the start and end 
dates of an event based on the chronological relationship between the user provided 
input, instead relying upon the user to make the determination of the start and end date 
and entering input parameters accordingly. 

Although Forbes et al. allows users to (1) set a new date as a new start date if 
said new date precedes the start date, (2) set a new date as a new end date if said new 
date succeeds the end date, and (3) modify either the start or end date if the new date 
falls within the event range, Forbes et al. relies on the user to determine the relationship 
between the new date and event range defined by the previously input start and end 
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dates; Forbes et al. does not teach the step of automatically determining whether a 
new date precedes the istart date, succeeds the end date, or falls within the event 
range. Furthermore, in the event that the new date falls within the event range, Forbes 
et al. does not teach the step of automatically determining which date (start date vs. 
end date) was selected first and setting the new date based on said 
determination . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PETER CHOI whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6971. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on (571) 272-6729. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




January 22, 2008 
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